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MAIS sumbang
pek makanan

Sumbangan
disalurkan kepada

10 PKD, sembilan
hospital

Oleh MOHD IZZATUL
IZUAN TAHIR

SHAH ALAM

ajlis Agama

I'slam

Selangor

(MAIS)
memperuntukkan
bantuan sebanyak
RM10,000 kepada
10 Pejabat Kesihatan
Daerah (PKD) dan
sembilan hospital di
negeri ini.

MAIS dalam status
di Facebook rasminya
memaklumkan, seba-
nyak 3,000 pek makanan
kering seperti roti dan air
kotak disalurkan kepada
petugas kesihatan dalam
usaha  menangani
penularan Covid-19.

Menurut kenyataan
itu, PKD di negeri ini
yang menerima bantuan

le

Wakil MAIS menyerahkan sumbangan berupa pek makanan
kering kepada PKD Sepang baru-baru ini.

itu meliputi PKD
Gombak, Petaling, Kuala
Langat, Sabak Bernam,
Klang, Pelabuhan Klang,
Sepang, Hulu Langat,

Kuala Selangor dan Hulu
Selangor.
“MAIS dengan

kerjasama Lembaga
Zakat Selangor dan
Teraju Ekonomi Asnaf
Sdn Bhd (TERAS) juga
sebelum ini
menyampaikan bantuan

makanan kepada
sembilan hospital,”
katanya.

Orang ramai yang

ingin menyumbang ke-
pada mereka yang me-
merlukan kesan daripada
Covid-19 ini, bolehlah
menyalurkan sumbangan
terus ke http:/fpx.mais.

gov.my/epay/sedekah.
php. .
Sumbangan juga

boleh disalurkan melalui
pindahan wang ke
nombor akaun Bank
Islam Malaysia Berhad
(12038010134961) atas
nama Majlis Agama
Islam Selangor.
(Nyatakan:Tabung
sumbangan Covid19).

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

KORPS

TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.
) LANGOR

N Tl 135564 MSS/TST/ 4SS M Fa : 835513 5560

sl seblatbhanges Sl com

Page 1 of 1



i 26 Mar 2020

VR L T
ot ) . .
FlC & Sinar Harian, Malaysia [ e e,
u H TINGEAT 4, BANGUMHAN SULTAN SALAHUCOIN ABDUL AZIZ SHAN,
= NeTe ﬁ‘:;.. MG/ IS8 M Fas : G3551) 5560
- SRR (ot weaihsgr et

Author: NIK NAZMI NIK AHMAD PERSPEKTIF SIRI PERTAMA « Section: Nasional

Audience : 140,000 « Page: 20 ¢ Printed Size: 434.00cm? « Region: KL

Market: Malaysia  Photo: Full Color + ASR: MYR 9,200.80 + Item ID: MY0039152141

&isentia.mediaportal

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in
any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner.

Page 1 of 1

Respons ekonomi belum mencukupi

NIKNAZMI NIK AHMAD

emunculan pandemik ko-

ronavirus (Covid-19) ada-

lah sesuatu yang baharu

dalam sejarah Malaysia.
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan diper-
lukan untuk mengatasi pandemik te-
tapi pemulihan ekonomi tidak akan
dicapai melalui rangsangan ekonomi
konvensional.

Respons ekonomi bagi mengatasi
kesan Covid-19 yang diumumkan
baru-baru ini akan gagal. Selain per-
untukan untuk Kementerian Kesihatan,
pakej ekonomi itu belum cukup bagus
dan penyelesaian yang diberikan agak
terhad. Pengumuman kerajaan supaya
pencarum Kumpulan Wang Simpanan
Pekerja (KWSP) mengeluarkan
RM500 sebulan selama setahun dari-
pada simpanan persaraan mereka telah
dikritik secara meluas.

Mengapa? Ia berlaku kerana ramai
rakyat Malaysia menerima gaji yang
tidak setimpal dengan simpanan yang
tidak mencukupi sedangkan jangka

hayat mereka lebih lama. Pada tahun
2017, hanya 18 peratus ahli KWSP
mencapai sasaran simpanan minimum
RM228,000.

Penanda aras untuk rangsangan
fiskal ialah 4 hingga 10 peratus dari-
pada Keluaran Dalam Negara Kasar
(KDNK) untuk negara maju. Bahkan
jiran kita, Indonesia mengumumkan
stimulus fiskal sebesar 1.4 peratus da-
ripada KDNK. Rangsangan fiskal Ma-
laysia hanya 1.2 peratus daripada
KDNK jelas tidak mencukupi.

Usaha untuk menyelesaikan masa-
lah itu harus sehingga ke akar perma-
salahan kerana pandemik sejagat itu
cabaran yang di luar jangkaan semua.
Dunia yang semakin kecil dan saling
terhubung sebelum ini telah menjadi
terkurung dan terkunci akibat Co-
vid-19. Kesan ke atas Malaysia sebagai
sebuah negara kecil dan terbuka yang
berdagang adalah besar.

Banyak yang menyamakan cabaran
Covid-19 umpama menghadapi pepe-
rangan. Kerjasama kita untuk duduk
di rumah bagi menghentikan penye-
baran virus ini, walaupun tidak dina-
fikan keutamaan pada ketika ini ada
harganya, iaitu kemelesetan ekonomi.
Ringkasnya, kita perlu meratakan ke-
dua-dua lengkung pandemik dan ke-
melesetan ekonomi.

rBanyak yang
menyamakan
cabaran Covid-19
umpama menghadapi
peperangan.”

Di Malaysia, beratus-ratus ribu
bahkan mungkin mendekati angka satu
juta orang yang berisiko terlibat dalam
pemberhentian pekerja, pengurangan
gaji, dan kehilangan waktu bekerja.
Hampir setiap sektor ekonomi akan
kehilangan sebahagian besar perniaga-
annya, pendapatan isi rumah akan ter-
jejas, dan perbelanjaan oleh pengguna
dan syarikat akan berkurangan dengan
pantas. Bagaimanakah tindak balas
kerajaan? Kembali kepada analogi pe-
rang, kita mesti bertindak seperti se-
masa dan selepas Perang Dunia Kedua.

Koordinasi masa perang diperlukan
untuk mencerminkan keadaan yang
lebih mendesak. Taklimat oleh Kemen-
terian Kesihatan kepada Majlis Kese-
lamatan Negara perlu ditingkatkan;
begitu juga dengan Majlis Tindakan
Ekonomi mesti bermesyuarat lebih
kerap.

Keadaan sekarang tidak menuntut

insentif biasa tetapi tindakan langsung
untuk membangunkan industri baharu
dan menyediakan tenaga kerja kita
untuk Revolusi Perindustrian Keempat.

Perkara pertama yang perlu dila-
kukan oleh Perdana Menteri dan ke-
rajaan adalah mengadakan sidang
Parlimen untuk meluluskan belanja-
wan tambahan, lebih awal dari tarikh
18 Mei yang dijadualkan. Ini akan
membolehkan rangsangan ekonomi
yang besar akan diluluskan. Saya yakin
ahli Parlimen daripada kerajaan dan
pembangkang akan menyokong pakej
yang dirancang dengan baik demi ke-
pentingan negara. Tetapi kerajaan per-
lu berbincang dengan pembangkang
untuk mencapai muafakat rentas parti.

Pada masa yang sama para mente-
ri mesti berani menerima paradigma
ekonomi yang baharu dan luas jika
mereka menghadapi bangkangan da-
ripada dalam sistem sedia ada, dan
Pakatan Harapan mesti menyokong
kerajaan untuk paradigma baharu ini.

* Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad ialah Ketua

Setiausaha Pengelola Keadilan dan Ahli
Parlimen Setiawangsa. Beliau juga Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Pilihan Khas Pertahanan dan Hal
Ehwal Dalam Negeri Parlimen Malaysia.

BERSAMBUNG ESOK
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Bus, rail and ferry services in certain parts of the country have been
rescheduled while Selangor’s free bus service comes to a temporary
halt to meet the movement control orders objectlves >3
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By BRENDA CH'NG
brenda@thestar.com.my

SMART Selangor and P City
bus services will be stopped
temporarily until April 14.

This is in a bid to restrict public
movement during the movement
control order (MCO) period due to
the Covid-19 outbreak.

The move will involve 138
Smart Selangor buses that travel
along 43 routes statewide, and 32
P City buses along six routes in
Petaling Jaya

Selangor local government,
public transport and new village
development committee chairman
Ng Sze Han said the move was
necessary to help reduce public
movement on the roads through-
out the order period.

“We hope everyone will give us
their full cooperation and obey
rules set by the state to help pre-
vent further transmission of the
virus in Selangor,” he said,

Public transport services
under Prasarana Malaysia Bhd
(Prasarana) have also been
limited throughout the MCO. This
includes all Rapid KL train servic-
es covering the LRT, MRT and
monorail services. (see graphic).

In a statement, Prasarana said
operating hours would be from
6am to 10am before stopping and
commencing again from Spm to
10pm.

“There will be no services
between 10am and 5pm and the
last train will end its services at
10pm, and all stations closed
accordingly,” the statement read.

Prasarana
employees
placing tape

on the floor

to prevent
passengers from
standing too
close to each
other when
queueing up to
buy tickets at
train stations.

Bus, train operators
slow down services

Move necessary to further reduce public
movement throughout restriction period

Seats on Prasarana’s trains have labels indicating where passengers should sit in abiding by the rule of social
distancing during the MCO.,

can download the Rapid Penang
Journey Planner app which can be
downloaded from Google Play.
Also limiting its services is
Keretapi Tanah Melayu Bhd

Schedule for limited train services for
LRT, MRT and Monorail

Additionally, all state buses, (KTMB) which will suspend its Monday to Friday: Saturday, Sunday and public
including Rapid KL, Rapid Penang, interstate and intercity train ser- 6am to 7am: 30-minute frequency holidays:
i:g(l‘l r‘\\l?rlll;;"'::':lldtr::je?‘:(p i(}rum 6am vi[(?;l‘y“:l\iwlol r::r?l‘geur 'hlck\:tcr?t 97."‘ o faes 11 meitE frecuency e T
2 W ate i 7 two services — Electric % .
to 10am before stopping and com-  Train Services (ETS) and KTM m;h'."l:g",‘num frequency fsrequm;y  30-minut
mencing again from Spm to 10pm.  Intercity — will be operational 5pm to 7pm: 10-minute frequency pm to 10pm: 30-minute
Rapid Ferry in Penang on the daily compared to the usual eight 7pm to 10pm: 30-minute frequency frequency

other hand will operate one ferry
every hour between 6am and
10am and from 5pm to 10pm.

Prasarana also urged those
under the essential services cate-
gory to plan their journey well or
seek alternative transportation

All passengers are also advised
to practise social distancing and
follow the stickers found on the
train seats that instruct passen-
gers which seats should be left
vacant.

For bus locations, visit myrapid-
bus.prasarana.com.my/kiosk,
while Rapid Penang passengers

services offered.

KTM Komuter operations will
be reduced to 49 services a day for
the Klang Valley and north sector
while services of several other
trains will continue to serve cer-
tain needs like transportation of
medical and food supplies and the
movement of staff of various
other critical services.

Meanwhile, Skypark Link train
services between Kuala Lumpur
Sentral and Sultan Abdul Aziz
Shah Airport in Subang will be
reduced from eight to four
services daily.

Page 2 of 2
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KEEPING WATCH

ON PREMISES
Police mobile
patrols to
increase after
thieves shift
attention to
offices >2




26 Mar 2020
The Star, Malaysia

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

KORPS
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.

&isentia.mediaportal

Author: Edward Rajendra « Section: Metro » Audience : 175,986 * Page: 1,2
Printed Size: 680.00cm?  Region: KL « Market: Malaysia * Photo: Full Color
ASR: MYR 34,353.43 ¢ Item ID: MY0039153344

4500, SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR
N Tl 135564 MSS/TST/ 4SS M Fa : 835513 5560
il sbtakbbanges Bmal cnm

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in
any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner.

Page 2 of 2

Empty offices hit by break-ins

Police in Klang and Subang Jaya increase patrols in commercial areas

_ L MAJLIS PERBANDARAN S! 1R
T —— - ¢
35 I * - 4

ACP Shamsul (in uniform) and Klang Municipal Council acting president
Elya Marini Darmin checking on vehicles while giving out face masks at a

roadblock along Jalan Kota, Klang.

By EDWARD RAJENDRA and
ARVIN BHARAT
metro@thestar.com.my

OFFICE break-ins are on the rise as
most businesses in Klang, Selangor
have closed with staff working
from home following the move-
ment control order (MCO).

South Klang OCPD Asst Comm
Shamsul Amar Ramli said there
were eight office break-ins i
mercial areas of Bandar Bukit
Tinggi and Pandamaran in Port
Klang since the MCO started on
March 18.

“With the MCO being complied
with and offices closed, criminals
are using this period to break into
offices and steal whatever they can
get.

“Our mobile patrol vehicles have
increased checks in all commercial
areas following reports of such
break-ins,” he said.

Commercial areas in Bandar
Bukit Tinggi, Pandamaran, Bandar
Botanic and Taman Sentosa are

almost deserted except for one or
two convenience stores operating
from 7am to 7pm and restaurants
offering takeaway.

Offices without security alarms
that are left empty make it oppor-
tune for thieves to break into.

ACP Shamsul added that there
had been reports of snatch thefts
and wayside robberies with less
reports of house break-ins as most
people are at home,

“We want housewives and others
going out to get their basic food
necessities to be extra vigilant of
snatch thieves,” he advised.

The police, he said received

fewer reports on crime partly
because of the 30 army personnel
monitoring main roads with the
men in blue.

“Each team has one leader with
two soldiers and three policemen
on patrol and monitoring the
movement of civilians,” he said.

ACP Shamsul also urged people
to stay indoors and not travel out of
Klang,

He said for the first few days of
the MCO vehicles moving out of
Klang was significantly fewer
which showed that most were abid-
ing by the MCO.

“At roadblocks we saw cars with
just the driver or with one passen-
ger. Most of them were ordered to
turn back as they had no valid or
urgent reason to be on the road,”
he said.

Over the weekend, he said, three
men were detained for a few hours

at a roadblock for being intoxicat-
ed.

Meanwhile, Subang Jaya police
have advised the public to be vigi-
lant of snatch thieves.

On Sunday, a woman became a
snatch theft victim at the SS15
Subang Jaya market.

She was said to be with her
daughter buying groceries when
two men on a motorcycle snatched
her grocery bag, dragging her on
the road.

This resulted in her suffering a
fracture on the left shoulder and
lacerations on her head. She has
been hospitalised.

Subang Jaya Police Crime
Prevention and Community Safety
head Deputy Supt Tan Nam Seng
said the increased number of
Covid-19 cases and misconception
of food shortage could have led to
the incident.

Subang Jaya
Municipal
Council
officers
making their
rounds at the
5515 market
to ensure
visitors
practise social
distancing.

Classifying desperation as the
main motive to snatch thefts, DSP
Tan advised the public to be more
careful.

“Wives should provide a list and
husbands should go shopping, or
better yet, buy grocery items online
and utilise food apps,” he said.

With grocery shops and markets
having long lines, as seen in recent
times, he advised the public to be
more vigilant to such acts to ensure
their safety. He said pedestrians
should also walk against the flow of
traffic so they could see oncoming
vehicles, including snatch thieves.

DSP Tan added that more police
personnel would be deployed to
patrol areas which were likely be
targeted by thieves. |

ENE

Watch the video
thestartv.com &%
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NO METER READING

Air Selangor will cease its meter
reading routine and water supply
application for new developers for
the time being. Customers can still
access Air Selangor services online.
Bill payments can be done at
https://crisportal.airselangor.com or
via JomPay and Air Selangor apps. For
details, visit www.airselangor.com or
email to wecare@airselangor.com
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MPAJ HOTLINE

Ratepayers under Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council who want to lodge
complaints during the movement
control order, can call 1800-22-8100.
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Hotel sector hit by Covid-19

RM560mil revenue loss projected with occupancy rates diving

By EUGENE MAHALINGAM
eugenicz@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The local hotel industry
has laid off 4% of its employees as of March
20, with more taking unpaid leave and a pay
cut as the sector buckles from the impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Malaysian Association of Hotels (MAH)
has projected a revenue loss of RM560.72mil
for just the movement control order (MCO)
period, with occupancy rates projected to fall
to a dismal 11%.

As at March 20, of a sample size of 56,299
hotel industry employees, 2,041 people were
laid off, 9,773 (17%) were asked to take
unpaid leave and 5,054 (9%) received pay
cuts.

By state, Kuala Lumpur, with a sampling
size of 17,826 employees, was the worst hit,
with 542 waorkers (3%) being laid off, 3,641
(20%) were asked to go on unpaid leave and
2,880 (16%) received pay cuts.

Separately, the MAH said RM75.69mil in
losses were recorded by the local hotel indus-
try from Jan 22 to March 20, with a total of
193,057 room cancellations recorded during
the period as a result of the pandemic.

Kuala Lumpur saw the highest number of
cancellations at 61,859, resulting in a loss of
RM24.91mil during the period.

Sabah was the second highest, registering
losses totalling RM11.79mil as at March 20,
with 33,769 cancellations during the period.

Third highest was Selangor, which record-
ed losses totalling RM9.05mil or 25,940 book-
ings.

Penang registered the fourth highest num-
ber of cancellations at 18,476, resulting in
losses totalling RM8.96mil as at March 20.

As for occupancy rates, with a sampling
size of 94,133 rooms, the MAH said total occu-
pancy levels stood at 32% as at March 17.

The association forecast total occupancy
rates in the country to drop to 11% by the end
of the month as a result of the MCO. However,
it expects the levels to improve slightly, going
into April, May and June at 16%, 19% and 25%
respectively, as the Covid-19 crisis eases.

As at March 17, Kelantan had the highest
occupancy rate at 48%, with Melaka register-
ing the lowest at 23%. Total occupancy levels
stood at 55% in January this year, before dip-
ping to 44% in February.

Meanwhile, Malaysia Budget Hotel
Association national deputy president Sri
Ganesh Michiel said the budget hotels, unlike
the resort-type hotels, were considered
“essential services” and were doing whatever
it could to accommodate the MCO.

“We are budget hotels and not the holi-
day-makers. Therefore it's important for us to
be there for the frontliners that are dealing
with this pandemic, such as the food distribu-
tors that need to travel interstate and need a
place to stay for the night.”

Ganesh said the budget hotel sector has
been hit hard by the Covid-19 pandemic and
called on the government to provide clearer
instructions so that operations of its members
are not severely impacted during this “tough
time.”

“In some states, the local authorities want
us to shut down by 7pm; in other words,

switch off the lights and everything. But how
can we do that when we have guests to
accommodate?”

Ganesh added that the government should
to be clear on whether its members still need
to pay its employees a full salary.

“How can the business operators pay its
employees a full salary if they are not making
money? There needs to be clearer guidelines.
During the MCO, are we to continue paying
full salaries, partial salaries are do we ask our
employees to take unpaid leave?”

He added that despite the MCO, online plat-
forms such as Airbnb are still not properly
regulated.

On the global front, the hospitality industry
is being severely impacted by the Covid-19
pandemic, with up to four million hotel job
cuts expected in the United States alone in the
coming weeks.

Citing the American Hotel and TLodging
Association (AHLA), Forbes reported on
Monday that the AHLA expects 44% of all
hotel workers to lose their jobs in the coming
weeks due to a fallout from the pandemic.

“The impact to our industry is already
more severe than anything we've seen before,
including Sept 11 and the great recession of
2008 combined,” the AHLA president and
chief executive officer Chip Rogers was quot-
ed as saying.

According to the Wall Street journal, the
Marriott, Hilton and Hyatt were already “fur-
loughing tens of thousands of workers”, while
the Washington Post reported that Trump
Hotels is closing at least four properties, with
three hotels laying off staff.
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SELANGOR

Checks on Klang
stalls intensified

Council seizes three operated by foreigners
while 43 others given verbal warnings

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

STALL operators who are still
operating outdoors have been
warned that Klang Municipal
Council (MPK) enforcement
personnel will not hesitate to seize
their pushcarts.

MPK acting president Elya
Marini Darmin told traders to
comply with the movement control
order (MCO) and not be complacent
over the Covid-19 outbreak.

“On March 20 and 21, I accompa-
nied enforcement staff at various
locations to ensure businesses were
closed in compliance with the MCO.

“A total of 79 locations were
checked, including shops, food
courts and street stalls, where 43

PEattlirg}
Covid-19

stall operators were given verbal
warnings to close.”

Elya added that three street stalls
at Bandar Sultan Suleiman in Port
Klang operated by foreigners had
their makeshift tents, cooking
utensils and food items seized.

“Foreigners are not allowed to
operate food stalls,” she said.

Five factories found to be
operating were told to close

immediately, she added.

Elya also said that MPK's
intensified patrols were being
conducted after the Additional
Control on Execution of the MCO
notification was issued by the
Selangor Mentri Besar’s office on
March 21,

The Additional Control on
Execution of the MCO was
given out to all local councils to
ensure coordinated checks were
carried out and reports prepared
daily.

Klang district health officer
Dr Masitah Mohamed told
StarMetro that based on her
observation, fewer vehicles were
on the road now and people who
had gone out did so to buy basic
Provisions.

Makeshift tents set up by foreigners being dismantled by MPK

enforcement officers in Bandar Sultan Suleiman, Port Klang.

“l am glad that Klang folk
understand the severity of the
outhreak as many are adhering
to social distancing measures to
protect themselves,” she said.

Dr Masitah added that it was
also important to maintain high
standards in personal hygiene,

Meanwhile, Petaling Jaya City
Council corporate communications
assistant director Ahmad Iskandar
Mohamed Mukhtar said those
going out to get food supplies
should adhere to social distancing
and wash their hands thoroughly
and frequently.
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